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ESV Matthew 17:4  . . . 
"Lord, it is good that we 
are here. If you wish, I will 
make three tents here, 
one for you and one for 
Moses and one for Elijah." 
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Isaiah 10:20-22  In that day the remnant of 
Israel and the survivors of the house of Jacob 
will no more lean on him who struck them, but 
will lean on the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, in 
truth.  21 A remnant will return, the remnant of 
Jacob, to the mighty God.  22 For though your 
people Israel be as the sand of the sea, only a 
remnant of them will return. Destruction is 
decreed, overflowing with righteousness. 
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John 3:28-29   28 You yourselves bear me 
witness, that I said, 'I am not the Christ, but I 
have been sent before him.'  29 The one who has 
the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the 
bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices 
greatly at the bridegroom's voice. Therefore this 
joy of mine is now complete. 
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NKJ Matthew 17:10 . . . "Why then do the scribes 
say that Elijah must come first?" 
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NKJ Matthew 17:10 . . . "Why then do the scribes 
say that Elijah must come first?" 
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NKJ Matthew 17:11-13 . . .  "Indeed, Elijah is 
coming first and will restore all things. But I say 
to you that Elijah has come already, and they did 
not know him but did to him whatever they 
wished . . . “. 13 Then the disciples understood 
that he was speaking to them of John the 
Baptist. 



ESV Matthew 11:12   From the days of John the Baptist 
until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, 
and the violent take it by force.  13 For all the Prophets 
and the Law prophesied until John . . . 
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ESV Luke 16:16   "The Law and the Prophets were until 
John; since then the good news of the kingdom of God 
is preached, and everyone forces his way into it. 

ESV Matthew 11:12   From the days of John the Baptist 
until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, 
and the violent take it by force.  13 For all the Prophets 
and the Law prophesied until John . . . 
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“biazo” (Gr. 971) = “harac” (הָרַס – Heb. 2040)  
to use force, apply force, press 

“biazo” (971) 
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ESV Luke 16:16   "The Law and the Prophets were until 
John; since then the good news of the kingdom of God 
is preached, and everyone forces his way into it. 
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“biazo” (Gr. 971) = “harac” (הָרַס – Heb. 2040)  
to use force, apply force, press 

“biazo” (971) 

NKJ Exodus 19:24 Then the LORD said to him, 
"Away! Get down and then come up, you and 
Aaron with you. But do not let the priests and 
the people break through (harac) to come up 
to the LORD, lest He break out against them." 
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“harac” (הָרַס – Heb. 2040) = “parats” ( ץפָרָָ -Heb. 6555) 



NKJ Genesis 38:28-29 And so it was, when she was giving 
birth, that the one put out his hand; and the midwife took 
a scarlet thread and bound it on his hand, saying, "This 
one came out first." 29 Then it happened, as he drew back 
his hand, that his brother came out unexpectedly; and she 
said, "How did you break through (parats)? This breach 
(perets) be upon you!" Therefore his name was called 
Perez. 
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ESV Luke 16:16   "The Law and the Prophets were until 
John; since then the good news of the kingdom of God 
is preached, and everyone forces his way into it. 

ESV Matthew 11:12   From the days of John the Baptist 
until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, 
and the violent take it by force.  13 For all the Prophets 
and the Law prophesied until John . . . 

“biastes” - noun form of “biazo” 
the one who breaks through, who makes a breach 
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ESV Luke 16:16   "The Law and the Prophets were until 
John; since then the good news of the kingdom of God 
is preached, and everyone forces his way into it. 

ESV Matthew 11:12   From the days of John the Baptist 
until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, 
and the violent take it by force.  13 For all the Prophets 
and the Law prophesied until John . . . 

“harpazo” – (Gr. 726) 
“to seize”, to “carry off by force” 
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ESV Acts 8:39 And when they came up out of the water, 
the Spirit of the Lord carried (harpazo) Philip away, and 
the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 
rejoicing. 
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ESV 2 Corinthians 12:2 I know a man in Christ who 
fourteen years ago was caught up (harpazo) to the third 
heaven- whether in the body or out of the body I do not 
know, God knows. 

ESV Acts 8:39 And when they came up out of the water, 
the Spirit of the Lord carried (harpazo) Philip away, and 
the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 
rejoicing. 
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• suffer violence = “break through” 

• the violent = ” the breaker” 

• take it by force = “to seize” or to “carry off” and can 
be either a positive or negative force depending on 
the context 



Kingdom Suffers Violence 

21 

• suffer violence = “break through” 

• the violent = ” the breaker” 

• take it by force = “to seize” or to “carry off” and can 
be either a positive or negative force depending on 
the context 

TLK ver. Matthew 11:12  From the days of John the 
Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has broken 
through and the breakers are the ones who seize it.   
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John’s Purpose: 
• turn the hearts of the children of Israel back to the 

“fathers” and to YHVH 

• make ready a people for YHVH 

• give the knowledge of salvation to his people 
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ESV Micah 1:1 The word of the LORD that came to Micah 
of Moresheth in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and 
Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he saw concerning 
Samaria and Jerusalem. 
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ESV Micah 1:1 The word of the LORD that came to Micah 
of Moresheth in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and 
Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he saw concerning 
Samaria and Jerusalem. 

ESV Micah 2:12 “I will surely assemble all of you, O Jacob; 
I will gather the remnant of Israel; I will set them 
together like sheep in a fold, like a flock in its pasture, a 
noisy multitude of men.” 
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LXE Micah 2:12 Jacob shall be completely 
gathered with all his people: I will surely receive 
the remnant of Israel; I will cause them to 
return together, as sheep in trouble, as a flock 
in the midst of their fold: they shall rush forth 
from among men through the breach made 
before them: 



Kingdom Suffers Violence 

28 

NKJ Micah 2:13 The one who breaks open will 
come up before them; They will break out, Pass 
through the gate, And go out by it; Their king 
will pass before them, With the LORD at their 
head." 
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NKJ Micah 2:13 The one who breaks open will 
come up before them; They will break out, Pass 
through the gate, And go out by it; Their king 
will pass before them, With the LORD at their 
head." 

 “parats” ( ץפָרָָ -Heb. 6555) 
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Elijah the Prophet – the “Breaker” 

“The breaker (haporetz) who opens the breach rises up 
before them, they will break through and pass the gate, 
going out by it.  Their king will pass on before them, the 
LORD at the head of them.”  In Micah, the two figures are 
portrayed by the designations (1) the breaker and (2) the 
king.  These two characters, the breaker and their king, 
were popularly interpreted as referring to Elijah and the 
Messiah.  A beautiful description of the future 
redemption is preserve the homiletical midrash, Pesikta 
Babbati, with is filled with early Jewish teachings . . . “ 

Brad Young - “Jesus - the Jewish Theologian “ pg. 63 
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ESV Matthew 11:12   From the days of John the Baptist 
until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, 
and the violent take it by force.  13 For all the Prophets 
and the Law prophesied until John . . . 
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TLK Version Matthew 11:12  From the days of John the 
Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has broken 
through and the breakers seize it.   

ESV Matthew 11:12   From the days of John the Baptist 
until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, 
and the violent take it by force.  13 For all the Prophets 
and the Law prophesied until John . . . 
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ESV Ephesians 2:8;11-14   8 For by grace you have been saved 
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God . . .  11 Therefore remember that at one time you 
Gentiles in the flesh, called "the uncircumcision" by what is 
called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands 
-  12 remember that you were at that time separated from 
Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and 
strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 
without God in the world.  13 But now in Christ Jesus you 
who once were far off have been brought near by the blood 
of Christ.  14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us 
both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall 
of hostility . . .  
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LXE Malachi 4:2  “. . . go forth, and bound as young calves 
let loose from bonds.” 
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LXE Malachi 4:2  “. . . go forth, and bound as young calves 
let loose from bonds.” 

TLK Version Matthew 11:12  From the days of John the 
Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has broken 
through and the breakers seize it.   
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John the Baptist 
Preparing a people for the LORD 
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Peace be Unto You 


